205

honour and joy we are allowed to take part. Let
it not be said of us that moral courage is more
difficult of attainment than the physical courage of
the soldiers in the trenches.

It should never be forgotten that the basis of all
civilization is criticism, including that self-criticism
which Lenin never ceased to enjoin upon us. Where
criticism is lacking, injustices grow and begin to
fester like unattended wounds. They require to be
lanced in order to be cured. Whoever maintains
silence lest the enemy should turn his criticism into
a weapon against us will sooner or later suffer the
bitter experience of seeing abuses steadily growing
by his very silence until these abuses speak louder
than the word of any critic. The patient's life is
threatened by the disease, not by the diagnosis of
the doctor.

But I was speaking of deepening the significance
of the struggle.

With all my heart I welcome the popular front
that unites us in our struggle for democracy. I see
in this popular front not only the guarantee of
victory but the realization of one of the first wishes
of the proletariat, and the first step on the road
leading to the fulfilment of Marx's watchword :
" Proletarians of all nations, unite."

There are times, however, when I feel that this
popular front still assumes a too purely opportunist